UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

Defence & Security - GS - Ill

Examine the internal security challenges arising
from separatist insurgencies in Pakistan's
Balochistan region. Discuss their possible

implications for regional stability and India's security

environment.
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Answer Hint

Baloch nationalist movement, separatist militancy, governance and development concerns, ethnic
grievances, regional instability, cross-border security, geopolitical competition, intelligence

cooperation and diplomatic engagement.

Model Answer

Introduction

Balochistan is strategically significant because of its geographical location, natural resources and proximity to Iran,
Afghanistan and the Arabian Sea. Separatist insurgencies in the region present complex internal security

challenges for Pakistan.
Internal Security Challenges

Armed groups such as the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) have been associated with separatist violence.
Persistent grievances relating to political representation, resource distribution, development and governance

contribute to regional tensions. Security operations and militant attacks can further intensify instability.

Regional Implications
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Instability in Balochistan can affect regional connectivity, infrastructure
projects, trade routes and maritime security. It may also complicate
Pakistan's relations with neighbouring countries and create wider security

concerns.
Way Forward

Addressing underlying political and socio-economic grievances,
strengthening accountable governance and protecting civilian rights are
important for long-term stability. Regional countries should promote

diplomatic engagement and prevent the spillover of militant violence.
Conclusion

Sustainable peace requires a combination of political dialogue, inclusive
development and lawful security measures. Regional stability depends on

addressing the structural causes of insurgency.
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